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ApplNo.: 09/956,998 

Amdt. dated September 24, 2004 

Reply to CommLimcatiQn of August 25, 2004 

REMARICS/ARGUMENTS 

The incoTTect status idemifier wa$ inadvenently placed in claim 7 in the reply filed May 
27, 2004. The omission is corrected in the cuxi ently siib^-nitted claiiifiB. Further, the Remarks 
section inadvertently omitted a reference ix) the claim 7 as being amended. 

Therefore, claims 1, 4, 7, and 1 0 have been amended. Support for tliese amendments can 
be found tliroughout the sped fication and in t)ie original claims, as described belovi^. 
Specifically, the term "cornisponding'* has been aineoded "complementary," Support for these 
amendments can be found in Uic specification on page 6, line 13. Additional support for the 
amendment to claim 1 (reciting a portion of a target sequence) can be Towd in the ppecificution 
on page 6, lines 6-7. Therefore, no new matter has been added byway of claim amendment. 
Entry of these amendments to the claim$ of the above-referenced application is respectfully 
requested. Reexamination and reconsideration of the claims is respectfully requested in view of 
the following remarks. The Examiner's conmients in the Office Action are addressed below in 
the order set forth therein. 

Claims 1 -12 arc now pending in the application. 

The Examiner's comments in the Office Action were addressed in the i-eply filed on May 
27, 2004 and comprise the following: 

The Rejection of the Claims Under Ihe Judicially Created Doctrine of Qbyjousncas-Tvpe Double 
Patenting Should Be Withdrawn 

Claims 1-12 are rejected under the judicially created doctrine of obviousness-type double 
patenting. This rejeclion is respectfully traversed by the filuig of a terminal disclaimer attached 
with the prior submitted amendment. 

The Rejection of the Claims Under 35 U.S.C. 610203) Should Be Withdraw n 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C, § 102(b) in view of Hirashima ei aL This rejection is 
respectfully traversed. 
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R^lv to Communication of Aufiust 25, 2004 

Claim 1 has been amended to cUiii fy that the Hanldne sequence has at least a portion or 
portions of a larfict gene. ThnSj the operative flanldng sequence cannot be endogenous to tlic 
mRNA encoding the protein of interest as in Hirashimi et «/. Support for tliis amendment resides 
in tlie specification on page 6, lines 6-7. 

It is not believed that extensions of time or fees for net addition of claims are required, 
beyond tliose that may otherwise be provided Tor in documents accompanying thifs paper. 
However, in the event that additional extensions of time are necessary to allow consideration of 
this paper, such extensions are hereby petitioned under 37 CFR § 1.136(a), and any fee required 
therefore (including fees for net addition of claims) is hei-eby authorized to be charged to Deposit 
Account No. 1,6-0605. 



reconsideration of the claims is resjiectrully requested. 

It is not believed that extensions of time or fees for net addition of claims are required, 
beyond tliose tliat may otherwise be provided for in documents accompanying this paper. 
However, in the event that additional extensions of time are necessary to allow consider£Jtion of 
this paper, such extensions are hereby petitioned under 37 CPR § 1 .136(a), and aiiy fee required 
therefore (includine fees for net addition of claims) is hereby authorized to be charged to Deposit 
Account No. 16-0605. 



Claims 1-12 are now pending in the appHcation. Reexamination and 



Respectfully submitted. 




C. Allen Black. Jr. 
Registration No. 53.835 



6of7 



RTaOI/2I61S80vI 



PAGE 7(8 * RCVD AT 9/24/2004 2:35:52 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-110 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:9198622260 * DURATION (nini-ss):0342 



SEP. -24' 04(FRI) 14:33 ALSTON k BIRD 



TEL:9198622260 



P. 008 



Appl.No.: 09/956.998 

Amdt dated September 24, 2004 

Reply to ComiTmnication oF Aupuat 25. 2004 

Customer m, 00826 

ALSTON & BIRD LLP 

Banic of America Plaza 

1 01 South Tryon Street, Suite 4000 

Charlotte. NC 28280-4000 

Tel Raleigh Office (919) 862-2200 

Fax Raleigh Office (9i9) 862-2260 



CI5RTJHICATION OF FACSIMILE TRANSMTSSrON 

I hereby certify ihai ihis paper 13 being facniniile: Iransmiltcd lo Ihe US Patent ond Tradenwrk Oflfice ot Fax No. 
he daie shown below. 

: Sepicmber 24, 2CM)4 

Dale 




7 of? 

llTA01/21fi|5«nvl 



PAGE 8/8* RCVDAT 9/24/2004 2:35:52 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/0 ' DNIS:8729306*CSID:$198622260* DURATION (mm-ss):0342 



